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POLICE AND COMMUNITY YOUTH CENTRES 

71. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I refer to the government’s plan to strip police officers from Police and Community Youth Centres. 

(1) Why is the government removing every single police officer from every single PCYC in Western 

Australia?  

(2) Why is the government removing every single police department–supplied public servant from every 

single Western Australian PCYC?  

(3) Why has the Premier failed to fulfil the Liberal Party’s election promise to provide school-based police 

officers?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

(1)–(3) The PCYCs do a good job. The Commissioner of Police has the authority to appoint and position sworn 

uniformed police officers. This is a matter that the opposition is going to raise in the matter of public 

interest, to which the Minister for Police will respond.  

Mr M. McGowan: So you’re not going to answer the questions? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I may well speak during the MPI.  

Mr M. McGowan: Are you endorsing the government’s decision?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will wait to hear the Leader of the Opposition’s argument in the MPI.  

Mr M. McGowan: How arrogant! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The government does support PCYCs.  

Mr M. McGowan: No, you’re not. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is your interpretation.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: The Leader of the Opposition asked the questions. I am sure he does not need assistance from 

anybody else at this point.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker —  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I formally call the member for Girrawheen to order for the first time today.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The government wants PCYCs to continue to operate and to continue to provide services, 

encouragement and support for young people. I well remember the Liberal–National government opening the 

PCYC in Geraldton in the 1990s. I know there are some issues there.  

Mr M. McGowan: It’s going to close. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: No, it’s not. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Leader of the Opposition has made a claim about PCYCs closing. However, by way 

of interjection from the Minister for Police, who spoke just loud enough for me to hear, it seems that some of the 

claims made by the Leader of the Opposition are apparently untrue.  

Several members interjected.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I know members are shocked at the thought that the Leader of the Opposition could say 

something that is not true. Let us hear his case. We are about to debate the matter. Let us hear the opposition’s 

case and what the Minister for Police has to say in response. From the government’s point of view, PCYCs are 

important. They have a long tradition in our community and they will continue—even if they are staffed in 

different ways—to provide services. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Without police officers? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Let us see.  

 


